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South African Public Relationship with Science Survey Special Samples 

In 2022, the HSRC conducted the South African Public Relationship with Science (SAPRS) Survey. The main 

survey sample was drawn from 6442 households across the country’s nine provinces. The realised sample 

included a nationally representative sample of 5960 households, and 500 purposively selected, representative 

special samples in two locations, to explore the public’s science and technology knowledge, attitudes and 

engagements: 

 

• Four main towns in the Square Kilometre Array (SKA) footprint area in the Northern Cape. 

• The town of Cofimvaba in the Eastern Cape, which houses the Albertina Nontsikelelo Sisulu Science 

Centre. 
 

Highlights of the SAPRS Survey: Cofimvaba town  

 

The SAPRS sample consisted of 701 interviews conducted in the Eastern 

Cape province. We included an additional sample of 233 randomly selected 

interviews within Cofimvaba. The inclusion of this special sample aimed to 

gain insight into whether the science activities at the Albertina Nontsikelelo 

Sisulu Science Centre influenced knowledge, attitudes and engagement in 

relation to science and technology in the surrounding area. 

Highlights of the SAPRS Survey: Square Kilometre Array Area 

 

In the Northern Cape, the SAPRS sample included 373 interviews. We 

extended this to an additional sample of 249 interviews from the Square 

Kilometre Array (SKA) Telescope area, in the towns of Williston, Brandvlei, 

Van Wyksvlei and Carnarvon. The purpose of this special sample was to gain 

insight into whether the SKA infrastructure development project influenced 

the public’s relationship with science and technology in this area. 
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