Resources in education: does school type matter?

Using data from the 2011 Trends in International Mathematics and Science Study (TIMSS), differences between
no-fee, fee-paying and independent schools in South Africa were explored.

[.earner Achievement

400 is the minimum competency level in Mathematics and Science for TIMSS

Mathematics Science

Fee-paying Independent = Fee-paying Independent
397 474 394 479

Physical Resources at School

Percentage of learners whose

teachers use textbooks as basis
for instruction
9 9
I Bl
| =
No-fee Fee-paying Independent No-fee Fee-paying Independent
B Maths [ Science B Maths [ Science

Percentage of learners who have No-fee Fee-paying Independent Percentage of learners whose

sufficient resources teachers use workbooks or

. . . . Math Sci 5 . .
(eg. electricity, libraries, computer W Maths I Science worksheets as basis for instruction
facilities)

School Environment and Climate

Learners arriving at
school on time

Teachers arriving at
school on time

& No-fee 5%

o

Independent 45%

No-fee 349%
' Teacher attendance is
Fee-paying 33% satisfactory

— .
Fee-paying 9% satisfactory
Ind dent 0 70
HEEPERac 34% , No-fee 17%
asss

et 5% o

Independent /2%, Independent 37%

L.earner attendance is

No-fee 5%

Fee-paying 5%

School Safety

Percentage of learners who
experienced bullying

Fee-paying (R >

4]

No-fee 81
Independent -11
| | | | | Fee-paying
0 10 20 30 40 50
Independent

Percentage of learners affected
by moderate school discipline 0 25 50 75 100
and safety problems*

*TIMSS defines this group as having the most serious problems

Note: Schools in South Africa are grouped into one of five bands-called the quintile rank of the school. The most economically disadvantaged and resource-poor schools
were grouped into Quintile 1 and the most affluent schools were assigned a Quintile 5 ranking. All schools in Quintiles 1 to 3 are no-fee schools where the state funds
expenses. Quintile 4 and 5 schools are permitted to charge school fees as the state only partially subsidises these schools. Independent schools have access to a
substantially greater level of private resources because of the tuition fees that are paid by parents.
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For more information on TIMSS South Africa, go to: www.timss-sa.org.za.




