Public Understanding and Experiences of
Covid-19 in South Africa

Studies of the public understanding, and experience, of Covid-19 have been conducted around the
world, including in South Africa. With the first confirmed cases of Covid-19 occurring in the country
in March 2020, and the current confirmed number of cases at 17 200, understanding these aspects
has become even more important. This infographic presents the responses of South Africans at the
time the studies were conducted.
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Policy proposals with the most public support3

Distribution of food parcels 71

Introduction of a basic income grant 96

Payment holiday for accounts, rents
FAVOU RED and taxes 52

Increase in the value of social grants 92
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Which of the following emotions have you felt frequently during the past week?”*
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